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REVIEWS 


with various micro-organisms are also given, as well as the prin¬ 
ciples involved in various sanitary problems. 

Special attention has been paid to the protozoa, and the third 
part of the book is given up to a discussion of these organisms. 
More emphasis is laid upon the subject than has been the case here¬ 
tofore in such books, because of the rapidly increasing importance 
which these organisms are found to have in the cause of certain 
diseases. The recent work of Wright on actinomyces, of Council¬ 
man and his co-workers on smallpox, of Schaudinn and Hoffman on 
Spirochseta pallida is embodied. 

This present edition will surely be of much use as a thoroughly 
up-to-date and interesting treatise on the subject. G. C. R. 


Surgical Aspects of Digestive Disorders. By James G. 
Mumford, M.D., Visiting Surgeon to the Massachusetts Gen¬ 
eral Hospital and Instructor in Surgery in the Harvard Medical 
School, in association with Arthur K. Stone, M.D., Physi¬ 
cian to Out-patients, Massachusetts General Hospital, and As¬ 
sistant in the Theory and Practice of Physic in the Harvard 
Medical School. New York: The Macmillan Co., 1905. 

Probably no subject is at present of more interest to the pro¬ 
gressive internist and surgeon than that of the surgery of the upper 
abdomen. Its history extends over but about twenty-five years 
and is by no means complete. The object of the authors of this 
volume is to present some idea of what may be accomplished by 
surgical means in the treatment of diseases of the abdominal 
digestive organs, and this they have done in an eminently satisfac¬ 
tory manner. Of course, there are a great many questions that 
are still unanswered; these they have treated very fairly, setting 
forth the opinions of the various authorities. It must not be sup¬ 
posed that this work is one dealing simply with surgery and espe¬ 
cially with the technique of the operations recommended. The 
book is one that will prove of exceptional value to the general prac¬ 
titioner, to whom it will show the great progress that has been made 
in the treatment of the diseases of the digestive tract. He will also 
find it of great aid in diagnosis. 

The first portion of the book consists of chapters on the an¬ 
cient conceptions of the digestive organs and on the methods of 
diagnosing digestive troubles. This portion is written in an en¬ 
tertaining and comprehensive manner, and is most interesting. 
The different digestive organs are treated separately, but the authors 
always keep in view the general relationship between the organ 
under discussion and its neighbors. A large portion of the book is 
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given to the discussion of the non-malignant diseases of the stomach, 
especially ulcer of the stomach and duodenum. 

The authors have not burdened their pages with a description 
of obsolete methods. The operations suggested are well chosen 
from those practised by the masters in abdominal surgery. 

References to literature are frequent and extensive. Illustra¬ 
tions are few, as would be expected in a work of this kind. 

The chapter on Abdominal Ptosis, which deals with a subject 
which is by no means thoroughly understood, is most instructive. 

As an appendix there is included a discussion of “Diagnosis 
in Connection with Surgery of the Stomach,” by Henry F. Hewes. 

We can heartily recommend this book not only to the general 
practitioner, for whom it was especially written, but also to the 
internist and surgeon. 

The one objection that we find in the make-up of the book is 
that it has uneven and uncut pages. The print is exceptionally 
large and clear. J. H. G. 


The Diagnostics of Internal Medicine. A Clinical Trea¬ 
tise upon the Recognized Principles of Medical Diag¬ 
nosis. Prepared for the use of students and practitioners of 
medicine. By Glentworth Reeve Butler, Sc.IX, M.D., Chief 
of the Second Medical Division, Methodist Episcopal Hospital; 
Attending Physician to the Brooklyn Hospital; Consulting Phy¬ 
sician to the Bushwick Central Hospital; Fellow of the New 
York Academy of Medicine; Member of the Medical Society 
of the County of Kings, etc. With five colored plates and two 
hundred and eighty-eight illustrations and charts in the text. 
Second edition. New York and London: D. Appleton & Co., 
1905. 

The second edition of Butler’s work has followed hard upon 
the footsteps of the first, always a sign of popularity. In its present 
form considerable new matter and illustration will be found. The 
work consists of two divisions: the first, which comprises about 
two-thirds of the entire volume, deals with symptoms and indica¬ 
tions; the second, with diseases and differential diagnosis. A new 
chapter has been added on Diseases of the Mind, by W. A. 
White, and one on the Diagnostic Use of the x-ray, by P. M. 
Pilcher. 

The work contains an excellent section on the physical exam¬ 
ination of the lungs. The question of blood pressure, a diagnos¬ 
tic aid which is being used with steadily increasing frequency, 
has been very satisfactorily dealt with. The chapter on the dis¬ 
eases of the nervous system is illustrated with a number of very ad- 
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